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In this year's ASEAN Regional Forum
Inter-Sessional Meeting on  Non-
Proliferation and Disarmament, the ro-
bust impact of the peaceful applications
of nuclear technology, including the use
of radioactive materials, on socioeco-
nomic development of many countries in
the Asia-Pacific was duly recognised.
The 2018 East Asia Summit Leaders’
statement on nuclear safety and security
also acknowledged the benefits of the
peaceful uses of nuclear energy and
technology in the region and their im-
portance in medicine and healthcare,
climate change mitigation, agriculture,
scientific research, clean energy, envi-
ronment and industry. Such regional
recognitions accentuate the contributions
of safe and secure deployment of nucle-
ar technology to achieving at least nine
of the 17 Sustainable Development
Goals.

Meanwhile, the Asia-Pacific region also
recognises the need to enhance nuclear
security capacity building efforts, includ-
ing training and education, both at na-
tional and regional levels. Without strin-
gent regulatory oversight on the use and

handling of nuclear and radioactive mate-
rials, there are potential risks of these
being accidentally leaked, stolen and
used for malicious purposes, or released
indiscriminately by non-state actors.
While nuclear security is often under-
stood to be about securing nuclear power
plants and nuclear weapons, it is also
very much about the security of radioac-
tive materials. As defined by the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),
nuclear security is “the prevention and
detection of, and response to, theft, sab-
otage, unauthorized access, illegal trans-
fer or other malicious acts involving nu-
clear material, other radioactive sub-
stances or their associated facilities”.

Sustainable nuclear security education
ensures the availability of experts who
can provide the necessary competencies
for effective national nuclear security
oversight of nuclear and radioactive ma-
terials as well as establish and maintain
an appropriate nuclear security regime in
a State. The primary role of knowledge
centres and nuclear security centres of
excellence (COE) is to facilitate the de-
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velopment of human resources and
the provision of technical and scien-
tific support on several levels to en-
sure the long-term sustainability and
effectiveness of nuclear security in a
State.

A few ASEAN Member States such
as Malaysia and Indonesia have
established their COEs, while the
Philippines, Vietnam and Thailand
are still considering or planning to
establish their respective COEs.
Meanwhile, beyond their national
responsibilities, Northeast Asian
COEs help develop the human re-
sources and technical support ser-
vices needed for a sustainable nu-
clear security regime in East Asia.
For instance, Japanese, Chinese
and South Korean COEs offer nucle-
ar security capacity building assis-
tance to nuclear-related agencies
and COEs in Asian countries, includ-
ing several ASEAN Member States.

Suggested Readings

Apart from COEs, knowledge centres
such as universities and research
institutions can also fill in the gaps in
countries where there are no estab-
lished COEs. For instance, RSIS has
been collaborating with fellow mem-
bers of the International Nuclear Se-
curity Education Network (INSEN)
through its roundtables, workshops
and information-sharing. In October
2019, RSIS will host an IAEA region-
al faculty development course on
nuclear security, involving INSEN
members.

Meanwhile, the Universiti Kebang-
saan Malaysia, Chulalongkorn Uni-
versity, and Universitas Gadjah Ma-
da have jointly set up this year a re-
gional master's degree course on
nuclear safety and security, which
can further deepen nuclear security
education in ASEAN.

There should be greater synergy
and collaboration among COEs and
other knowledge centres in deepen-
ing security culture of excellence in
the Asia-Pacific. Education is a pow-
erful tool to raise awareness to edu-
cate students on nuclear security
and train professionals, thereby
strengthening nuclear security cul-
ture and practices at the national
level. As a first step, an institutional-
ised collaboration between the
COEs of Northeast Asia and ASEAN
COEs can be established given that
East Asia is a region that will defi-
nitely need significant capacity build-
ing cooperation in the coming years.
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Amazon is now offering
virtual health care to its
employees

Mary Beth Griggs,

The Verge

24 September 2019

Research: People want
their employers to talk
about mental health
Kelly Greenwood, Vivek
Bapat and Mike Maughan,
Harvard Business Review
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Digital medicine move-
ment is growing up and
that’s a good thing
Greg Licholai,

Forbes

7 October 2019

These STDs are the
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tious diseases reported
to the CDC

Jamie Ducharme,

Time
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The 2019 Nobel Prize in
medicine: here is what
won the award

Bruce Y Lee,

Forbes
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Reuters Health,

CNA
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World Report on Vision
World Health Organisation,
Geneva: WHO
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tancy: An international
comparative study of
eight risk factors

Johan P Mackenbach et al.,
The Lancet, Vol. 4, No. 10:

529-537
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International Confer-
ence on Medical &
Health Science (ICMHS
2019)
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Lisbon, Portugal

The IRES International
Conferences on Medical
and Health Science
(ICMHS)

29-30 November 2019
Ottawa, Canada
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Report warns of the
humanitarian cost of
climate change
Rebecca Root,

DevEx
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Searching for the nex-
us: The view from the
ground

Louise Redvers,

The New Humanitarian
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Internally displaced, in-
tentionally disregarded

Alexandra Bilak,

IDMC
30 September 2019

We witness unaccepta-

ble levels of civilian
harm in urban conflicts
Gilles Carbonnier,

ICRC

01 October 2019
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Ten reports from UN
General Assembly
week worth noting
Ben Parker,

The New Humanitarian
01 October 2019

Urban areas in Mekong
Delta face serious flood-
ing

Viet Nam News

04 October 2019
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World’s migrant popu-
lation now at 272 mil-
lion, UN report finds
AFP,

The Straits Times
18 September 2019

Cambodia to curb re-
cruitment fees in bid to
protect migrants from
slavery abroad

The Straits Times
19 September 2019

As China forges ecolog-
ical future, Tibetans re-
linquish nomadic past
Reuters,

Channel News Asia,
26 September 2019

Patriotism vs pay pack-
et: Japan-South Korea
tensions test migrant
workers

David Lee,

South China Morning Post,
27 September 2019
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Applying subseasonal-to
seasonal predictions to
improve disaster risk re-
duction in South-East
Asia

Disaster risk reduction
in conflict contexts: An
agenda for action

Katie Peters,

London: ODI

UN ESCAP, ASMC and RIMES 2919

2019

EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

4th International Research
Colloquium towards Dis-
aster Risk Transfer (4IRC-
DRT)

09 — 10 November 2019
Quezon City, Philippines

Australia legal loophole
robs migrants of thou-
sands of dollars in un-
paid wages,

The Guardian,

South China Morning Post
30 September 2019

World Bosai Forum
2019

09 — 12 November 2019
Tohoku, Japan

South Asian herders fight
for right to roam as pres-
sure to settle grows,

Rina Chandran,

Reuters,

3 October 2019
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Changing attitudes and
behaviour towards wom-
en migrant workers in
ASEAN: Technical re-
gional meeting
International Labor Organiza-

International migration
outlook 2019

OECD
2019
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tion
2019

9th Annual Conference
on Immigration in
OECD Countries

12-13 December 2019
Paris, France

Twentieth International
Conference on Diversi-
ty in Organizations,
Communities & Na-
tions,

10-12 June 2020

Milan, Italy
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