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Fish and seafood are an important source of protein and micronutrients vital for good health. In 
2011, fish consumption per capita was estimated to be at 18.9kg globally, estimated to account for 
16.7% of total animal protein consumption. As a source for cheap and abundant seafood, the 
ASEAN regions plays a key role in global fish production – Indonesia, Vietnam, Myanmar, 
Philippines, Thailand, and Malaysia are amongst the top 18 major fish exporters of the world. 
Rising global demand for fish from Southeast Asia has resulted in an increase in fish production. 
While profitable, the labour intensive work is unappealing and the industry suffers from labour 
shortage. As such, some in the industry has turned to human trafficking to fill the labour gap. 
Central to the controversy is the multi-billion dollar Thai fishing industry, where a 2015 exposé by 
the Associate Press uncovered workers who are trafficked or coerced into service and work under 
the conditions of modern slavery.  
 
Scope of the problem 

There are 57,141 registered fishing boats in Thailand. However, as monitoring and control 
regulations are lax, the actual number may be more. CNN reports that 80% of the 145,000 fishery 
workers in Thailand are migrant workers. There are an estimated additional 200,000 unregistered 
workers on fishing vessels. Much of the forced labour in the Thai fishing industry is comprised of 
illegal migrants from Thailand, Myanmar, Cambodia, and Indonesia. Interviews with those who 
managed to escaped revealed that some are drugged and kidnapped, while many are tricked by 
traffickers into slavery – signing up for jobs such as construction work or legitimate fishing jobs but 
ending up performing forced labour on fishing vessels. The US Department of State 2014 
Trafficking in Persons report indicated that amongst the trafficked are also Rohingya Muslims 
refugees from Myanmar.  
 
These fishermen work long hours – as much as 20 hours a day for 7 days a week. They remain 
isolated at sea for years, receiving little payment and minimal sustenance. Identity cards of 
workers (if any) are held by employers to prevent escapes. Workers are subjected to threats and 
beatings. Eyewitness accounts have revealed murders and bodies thrown overboard. Interviewees 
have also reported the use of drugs to keep them compliant. This vulnerable population are also 
subject to health risks. Studies have shown a high prevalence of HIV and Hepatitis C infections 
amongst Southeast Asian fishermen.  This presents huge human security implications for the 
ASEAN region. 
 



Regulation efforts 

Due to the efforts of NGOs and journalists, the issue of labour exploitation in Thailand’s fishing 
industry have recently received more attention by the international community. The European 
Union had launched an investigation into the Thai seafood industry in 2015 and is still in the 
process of deciding whether or not to impose a ban on Thai seafood imports. However, regulating 
illegal fishing remains difficult. Thai authorities have produced detailed plans to increase regulation 
of their fishing industry, but EU delegates have found them wanting in addressing illegal labour 
practices. While Thailand has laws against human trafficking, there is lack of transparency and 
clarity in the enforcement of those laws. Moreover, the transnational nature of illegal fishing makes 
it difficult for any one country to regulate.  
 
Moving forward to an integrated ASEAN approach 

For this issue to be successfully addressed, more collaborative effort is required from ASEAN 
states to police the region’s waters and enforce anti-trafficking laws. In 2015, ASEAN member 
states have signed the Convention against Trafficking in Persons, ratifying their commitment to 
secure justice and for trafficking victims. Better coordination and cooperation amongst government 
agencies within the ASEAN region would allow more comprehensive policing of waters, along with 
more focus on labour exploitation and slavery. 
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• Dean Irvine, Saima Mohsin, and Koch Olarn, 2015, Seafood from Slavery: Can Thailand 
tackle the crisis in its fishing industry? CNN  

• Environmental Justice Foundation (EJF), 2014, Slavery at Sea: The Continued Plight of 
Trafficked Migrants in Thailand's Fishing Industry, Humanity United 

• International Labour Organization (ILO), 2013, Employment practices and working 
conditions in Thailand’s fishing sector, Thailand: Asian Research Center for Migration, 
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CLIMATE CHANGE, ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY AND NATURAL DISASTERS  

News & Commentaries 

• Veerabhadran Ramanathan, Jessica Seddon, and David G. Victor, The next front on 
climate change, Foreign Affairs, March/April 2016. 

• Audrey Tan, Climate change means natural disasters: Poll, The Straits Times, 1 April 2016. 
• Suzanne Goldenberg, Climate change threat to public health worse than polio, White 

House warns, The Guardian, 4 April 2016. 
• Jackie Biskupski and Cindy Lerner, Cities are the front lines for action on climate change, 

Time, 6 April 2016.  
• Reuters, Reducing food waste would mitigate climate change, study shows, The Guardian, 
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• From Paris to New York, climate pact to cross next hurdle, The Straits Times, 20 April 
2016. 
 

Selected Publications 

• Marie Ekström, Michael R Grose and Penny H Whetton, 2015, An appraisal of downscaling 
methods used in climate change research, Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews: Climate 
Change, Vol. 6, No. 3, pp. 301–319. 

• Phebe Asantewaa Owusu and Samuel Asumadu-Sarkodie, 2016, A Review of Renewable 
Energy Sources, Sustainability Issues and Climate Change Mitigation, Cogent Engineering, 
3: 1167990. 

 
Events & Announcements 
 

• Resilient Cities 2016: 7th Global Forum on Urban Resilience & Adaptation, 6–8 July 2016, 
Bonn, Germany.  

• International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) World Conservation Congress, 1–10 
September 2016, Hawaii, USA.  

 

ENERGY SECURITY 

News and Commentaries 

• Jacqueline Woo, Floating LNG units may fortify energy security, The Straits Times, 25 April 
2016. 

• Justin Worland, The mixed fate of nuclear power 30 years after Chernobyl, Time, 26 April 
2016. 

• Kyodo News, G-7 vows to spur investment, security for stable energy supply, The Japan 
Times, 2 May 2016. 

• Beth Day Romulo, Renewable energy is a global success, Manila Bulletin, 4 May 2016. 
• Henry Samuel, France's nuclear giant Areva admits to '400 irregularities' in power plant 

parts, The Telegraph, 4 May 2016. 
• DIon Bisara and Anselmus Bata, Thorium may change Indonesia's stance on nuclear 

power, Jakarta Globe, 6 May 2016. 
• Julius Cesar I. Trajano, Cheaper fossil fuels: The relevance of nuclear energy, RSIS 

Commentaries, 9 May 2016.  

 
Selected Publications 

• International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 2015, Climate change and nuclear power, 
Vienna: IAEA. 

• Thomas Raines and Shane Tomlinson, 2016, Europe’s energy union: Foreign policy 
implications for energy security, climate and competitiveness, London: The Royal Institute 
of International Affairs Chatham House.   
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Events and Announcements 

• Singapore International Energy Week Energy Insights, 23 May 2016, Shanghai, China. 
•  7th Annual Nuclear Decommissioning Conference Europe, 31 May-1 June 2016, 

Manchester, UK.  
 

FOOD SECURITY  

News & Commentaries 

• Aya Takada, Japan's next generation of farmers could be robots, Bloomberg, 23 April 2016. 
• Bloomberg, Innovation, investment needed for food security, G7 officials say, The Japan 

Times, 24 April 2016.  
• Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) News, North Korea's food 

production falls for first time since 2010 as water scarcity hits agricultural sector, FAO, 27 
April 2016. 

• Peter Hemphill, China acts on ‘supply chain fraud’, The Weekly Times, 27 April 2016. 
• Samson Atekojo Usman, Bill for Food Security passes second reading, DailyPost Nigeria, 3 

May 2016. 
• Thea Nabe, Losing crops and livestock to extensive drought in Namibia, International 

Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 3 May 2016. 
• Datuk Dr. Mad Nasir Shamsudin, Food safety and food security, New Straits Times Online, 

6 May 2016. 
 

Selected Publications 

• Marc Schut et al., 2016, Sustainable intensification of agricultural systems in the Central 
African Highlands: The need for institutional innovation, Agricultural Systems, Vol. 145, 
pp.165-176. 

• World Economic Forum New Vision for Agriculture Initiative and Deloitte Consulting, 2016, 
Building partnerships for sustainable agriculture and food security: A guide to country-led 
action, World Economic Forum.  

 
Events & Announcements  

• 2nd International Conference on Food Safety and Regulatory Measures, 6-8 June 2016, 
Leeds, United Kingdom. 

• International Conference on Plant Physiology, 9-10 June 2016, Dallas, Texas. 
 

HEALTH SECURITY 

News & Commentaries 

• Elly Burhaini Faizal, Asia Pacific countries vow to jointly tackle antimicrobial resistance, The 
Jakarta Post, 18 April 2016 

• Scientists in Singapore identify potential way to tackle Zika virus spread, Today Online, 20 
April 2016 

• Asian Scientist Newsroom, Vaccine Less Effective Against Re-Emerging Japanese 
Encephalitis Strain, Asian Scientist, 4 May 2016 
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• REUTERS, Ageing Thailand takes toll on indebted households, Channel News Asia, 5 May 
2016 

• Lenie Lectura, PHL health care expected to register robust growth, Business Mirror, 7 May 
2016 

• S. Korea reports 5th confirmed case of Zika virus, The Korea Times, 11 May 2016 
• AFP and Flora Drury, Rio Olympics could spark 'a full-blown global health disaster' if just a 

handful of visitors are infected with Zika and bring it back to their home countries, warns 
health expert, Mail Online, 11 May 2016  

• Nick Day, Drug resistance threatens Asia's health and economy, Nikkei Asian Review, 12 
May 2016 

Selected Publications  

• Anne Roemer-Mahler and Stefan Elbe, 2016,The race for Ebola drugs: pharmaceuticals, 
security and global health governance, Third World Quarterly, Vol 36, pp. 487-506 

• Veronica Sikka et al., 2016, The Emergence of Zika Virus as a Global Health Security 
Threat: A Review and Consensus Statement of the INDUSEM Joint Working Group (JWG), 
Journal of Global Infectious Diseases, Vol 8, pp. 3-15 

Events & Announcements  

• Education and Healthcare Security Forum, 17-18 October 2016, Boston, Massachussets  
• 2016 International Association for Healthcare Security & Safety (IAHSS) Annual 

Conference & Exhibition (AC&E), 22-25 May 2016, North Carolina, United States 

 

PEACE, HUMAN SECURITY AND DEVELOPMENT 

News & Commentaries 

• Tedros Adhanom, Peace, prosperity and global health security, The Huffington Post, 14 
April 2016. 

• Wang Bowen and Liu Yang, “Shanghai Five”: a paradigm mechanism for peace, 
development at border areas, Xinhuanet, 14 April 2016. 

• Youssef Mahmoud, Freeing prevention from conflict: Investing in sustaining peace, IPI 
Global Observatory, 21 April 2016. 

• Egemen Bagis, Constructing peace, deconstructing terror, The Huffington Post, 25 April 
2016. 

• Rebecca Quaicoe Duho, UN resolution on women, peace, security makes minimum impact, 
Graphic Online, 25 April 2016. 

• Harriet Lamb, Elections in the Philippines, New hope for peace? The Diplomat, 26 April 
2016. 

• Roshni Kapur, Myanmar’s Aung San Suu Kyi pushes for peace with ethnic rebels, The 
Diplomat, 26 April 2016. 

• Alistair D. B. Cook, Positions of Responsibility: The Search for Solutions to Irregular 
Migration in Southeast Asia, Middle East Institute, 5 May 2016. 

• Vesna Pusic, Fighting poverty, stabilizing peace, The Huffington Post, 9 May 2016. 
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Selected Publications 

• The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), 2016, Improving 
security and justice programming in fragile situations: Better political engagement, more 
change management, OECD Development Policy Papers, No. 3, pp. 1-72. 

• Paul Kirby and Laura J. Shepherd, 2016, The future past of the women, peace and security 
agenda, International Affairs 92:2, The Royal Institute of International Affairs, London, UK. 

 
Events & Announcements 

• International Peace Research Association (IPRA), General call for papers: 26th IPRA 
general conference on agenda for peace and development, 27 November-1 December 
2016, Sierra Leone, Africa. 

• Professional Certificate in Conflict Resolution, Transforming and Peacebuilding, 5-9 
December 2016, London, UK. 

 

TRANSNATIONAL CRIME 

News & Commentaries  

• Eric Auchard, Exclusive: Big data breaches found at major email services – expert, 
Reuters, 5 May 2016. 

• Jonathan Spicer, Parties at center of $81 million cyber heist pledge cooperation, Mail 
Online, 10 May 2016. 

• Felicity Lawrence, The Gangster on England’s doorstep, The Guardian UK, 11 May 2016. 
• Kate Mansfield, 'This is just the beginning' Anonymous hackers take down nine banks in 

30-day cyber attack, Express UK, 11 May 2016. 
• Sputnik Military & Intelligence, UK Ready to Boost Fighting Human Trafficking in 

Mediterranean – NATO Envoy, Sputnik News, 11 May 2016. 
• Russian Politics and Diplomacy, Russia-ASEAN dialogue to strengthen — Myanmar’s 

ambassador,TASS Russian News Agency, 13 May 2016 
 

Selected Publications 

• François Crépeau and Anna Purkey, 2016, Facilitating Mobility and Fostering Diversity: 
Getting EU Migration Governance to Respect the Human Rights of Migrants, Centre for 
European Policy. 

• Verizon, 2016, Verizon’s 2016 Data Breach Investigations Report, Verizon Enterprise 
Solutions.  

 

Events & Announcements 

• The 4th Session of the Working Group on Firearms, 18-19 May 2016, Vienna, Austria. 
• 6th Annual Info Security Singapore Conference, 24 May 2016, Singapore, Singapore.  
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HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AND DISASTER RELIEF  

News & Commentaries  

• Aaron Kidd, Cambodia exercise focuses on disaster relief, humanitarian aid, Stars and 
Stripes, 16 March 2016. 

• Andrew Schroeder and Patrick Meier, Automation for the people: Opportunities and 
challenges of humanitarian robotics, Humanitarian Practice Network, 1 April 2016.  

• Jack Board, Nepal living dangerously as slow reconstruction hinders earthquake recovery, 
Channel News Asia, 25 April 2016. 

• Maxim Shrestha, Nepal Earthquake One Year On: Building a More Effective Relief Effort, S. 
Rajaratnam School of International Studies Commentary, 26 April 2016. 

• Tracy Fehr, One Year Later: Nepal Earthquake Compounds Challenges for Single Women, 
The Huffington Post, 26 April 2016.  

• Andrew MacCalla, Why you only send stuff they really need after a disaster, The Huffington 
Post, 3 May 2016. 

 

Selected Publications  

• Assessment Capacities Project (ACAPS), 2016, El Nino Impact on Indonesia: Scenarios, 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

• United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2015, World 
Humanitarian Summit Global Consultation: Final Report, Geneva, Switzerland. 

• United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 2016, El Nino: Overview 
of Impact, Projected Humanitarian Needs and Response, Geneva, Switzerland. 

 

Events & Announcements  

• World Humanitarian Summit 2016, 23-24 May 2016, Istanbul, Turkey. 
• World Conference on Disaster Management (WCDM) 2016, 7-8 June 2016, Toronto, 

Canada. 
 

WATER SECURITY 
 
News & Commentaries 

• Emmanuel Samoglou, Cloud seeding over UAE ‘played a part in record March rainfall, The 
National, 10 April 2016. 

• Himangshu Watts, Why India needs protection from unreliable monsoons, The Economic 
Times, 15 April 2016. 

• Baher Kamal, Climate Change and the Middle East (II): No water in the Kingdom of Two 
Seas – nor elsewhere, Inter Press Service, 18 April 2016. 

• Sara Jerome, World leaders describe threat of drought, an ‘apocalyptic sci-fi novel’, Water 
Online, 19 April 2016. 

• Henry J. Schumacher, What does water scarcity mean exactly?, Business Mirror, 20 April 
2016. 
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• Eileen Ng, Malaysian minister’s call to tap groundwater reserves rebuffed, Today, 21 April 
2016. 

• Siau Ming En, Reducing water levels at Linggiu Reservoir expose Singapore’s vulnerability, 
Channel News Asia, 25 April 2016. 

• Mara Tignino, Water as a strategy of war, Fair Observer, 26 April 2016. 
• Brahma Chellaney, China’s water hegemony in Asia, Live Mint, 27 April 2016. 
• Vietnam seeks aid as drought threatens millions, Thanh Nien News, 27 April 2016.  

 
Selected Publications 

• Mohammad Salim Al-Rawashdeh, 2016, Water security strategy in the Middle East (peace 
and Mastery): Challenges and Solutions, International Research Journal of Humanities & 
Social Science, Vol. 1, Issue 6, pp 57–78. 

• Wouter Wolters et al, 2016, Issues and challenges in spatial and temporal water allocation 
in the Nile Delta, Sustainability, Vol. 8, No. 4. pp 383.     

 
Events & Announcements 

• Singapore International Water Week, 10–14 July 2016, Singapore. 
• 2016 International Conference on Water Resource and Environment, 23–26 July 2016, 

Shanghai, China.  
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